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TEITER 
Printed for B. Tooke, at the Ship in 
St, Paul's Church-yard, 1 6 7 &, 


TO THE 


Reader. 


READER, 

T is not now the 
Order or Cha- 
racer ofthe Cler- 

oy, nor their power 
of Binding and Ab- 
ſolving Sinners , nor 
Catechiſm, nor yet the 
Liturgy oftheChurch, 

- wbich the Myultitude 
| A 2 bave 


To theReader. 
have any great regard 


for, but only their 
Lnngs and Faculties 
of Pr eaching. By this 
Curioſrty after Preach- 
ing , 7t comes topaſs, 
*hat the People are 
invcigled away by e- 
very new Light and 
Impoſror it Religion, 
: 3-00 is commonly a 
Lealous and Popular 
Preacher ; who wants 
20 good words , nor | 


SCrip- | 


To theReader, 
_ Scripture - Phraſes ,. 
nor demure converſe. 
And ſo profound a 
Fugler be uſually is , 
that we are not 0ther- 
wiſe able to deteCt him, 
than by enquiring in 
to bis Miſſion. T he 0z- 
yl way for the Clergy 
(ſay ſome grave-beard- 
edPeople) is to ſtudy to 
oat-preachitheſeimpo- 
{tors : DÞut I pray a 
little of their grave 


A - ad. 


To the Reader. 

advice, bow it ſhall 

> be done. whether in 
words or ſence? In 
words, # impoſſible : 
if in ſence , it bath 
been done Jong enough 


ago. 


(1) 
A 


LETTIER 


VA 
Presbyterian AMmiſter, 


Concerning his Miſſion, 


or Authority to Preach 
the Goſpel, &*c. 


SIR, 


Should be very 
much obliged to 


receive a Satisfa- 
ion from you,which 
I could never givemy 
ſelf, concerning the 


A 4 Ya 


(2) 
hana of your 
Presbyterian Miſji- 
on ; Iconcerve it to 
be the moſt material 
thing in difference be- 
tween us, and that it 
ought tobe con{1der- 
ed in the firſt place : 
There being no Im- 
poſture like that ofaf. 
ſuming to be Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel , 
without Lawtul Au- 


thority, 1 ſhall here 


trouble- 


(3) 
trouble you with the 
Reaſons of my difſa- 
tisfaGion in this mat- 
cer. 

Firſt then, I mult 
crave your Pardonto 
look backward, as far 
as your firft reform- 
ig Auceſtors, ( from 
w hm Pr cbirerydou | 
morcimmedutelyde 
riveictelt) Mr.C ks 
in Geneva, vir. Knox 
in Scotland, &c. 4nd. 
A 5 tnen 


(4) 
men permit me to ask 
a certain Queſtion , 
which hitherto none: 
of you w ould do us 
the tavour to reſolve; 
who ſent them to re- 
form the I/orld © that 
is, in your ſence, to 
Preach the Goſpel? 
and How ſhould they 
Preach, except they 
were ſent © Rom. 10. 

s, Which words 
of St, Paul ſeem to be 


4 


(5) 
a Queſtion, but are 
indeed a full and pe- 
remptory Athrmati- 
on, that no Abilities 
whatſoever can qua- 
life any Perſons for 
Preachers of the Gol- 
pel, without external 
and lawtul Mzſſon. 
St. Paul, though ele- 
aed to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip by an immedt- 
ate Call from Hea- 
ven, mult not enter 
on 


(6) 
onhis Ofhce, without 
Licenſe and Impoſin- 
on of the hands of the 
Church. As 13-3. 
This being lo evi- 
clent, that lawſul Mif- 
fron is clential to a 
Preacher of the Gol- 
oct; and ſo conteſt by 
your party; it will not 
aiittle concern you tO 
be well aſſured, that 
your Anceſtors of the 
K irk , (thoſe Refor- 


mcrs 


(7) 
mers of the World ): 
wanted not this Mon 
tial; nor conſequent- 
ly your lelf, who de- 
rive your Miniſtry 
from them. 

Grant me (Sir ) a 
lictle of your pati- 
ence, and conſider 
there are only thele 
Five umnaginable Au- 
thorities,fromwhence 
they could pretend 
to: have. received it. 


1. The 


(8) 
1. The Spit of God. 
aly. Themſelves, or 
their own internal 
Spirit. 3ly. Or the 
People. 4ly. Chrilt 
and his Apoſtles. 5ly. 
Or the Church of 
Rome. Other Au- 
thority or Miſjon, 
(asnamely that of the 
Greek Church ) you 
will not pretend to. 


And firſt , Thar 
they were raiſed up 


by 


(9) 
by the Spirit of God, 
is (you know ) the 
matter 1n Controver- 
fre, and the Allega- 
tion of all Fanaticks ; 
it will be therefore a 
reaſonable demand , 
by what evidences 
_ did it appear to the 
World ? And how 
ſhall the Contemners 
of your Goſpel be 
left unexcuſable, but 
by evidence of their 


Au- 


ye 4 > 


(10) 
Authority, who arc 
ſept torxeveal it? In 
the Afﬀeairs of this 
Vorld, Amb ſſadors 
( you know ) muſt 
not want their Cre- 
dentials: How much 
lels the Ambaſladors 
of Religion £ What ? 
ToreformtheIWorld, 
over-run with "Ty 
try and oupecrſtition , 
and no appearance of 
your Authority, for 

{o 


(11) 
ſo doing! To this 
you Anſwer, That 
che powerful oifts gand 
ſanctity of thole Per- 
{ons were great tokens: 
of ther being inſpired 
by the Spirit of God; 
and that the awverk- 
on of many thouſands 
trom Supcrſtition to 
CGodlineſs was an un- 
doubted Seal to their 


Miniſtry. T his is the 
peak, of all Diſlen- 


rers 


(12) 
ters and Parties oz 
what name ſoever, [n- 
dependents, Anaba- 
tiſts, Behemiſts, &C. 
Thar they eaſily con- 
verted many Thou- 
ſands,no body denies ; 
but whether from Su- 
perſtition to godli- 
neſs, or only to aPha- 
riſaical pride, cenfori- 
oulſnels and contempt 
of their Neighbours , 
15 the great Controver- 


ſe. 


(13) 
fie. Nay, was it ne- 
ver made a Note of a 
man Converted ( as 
the excellent Friendly 
debate obſerves ) that, 
though he have a great 
many faults, yet he is 
wrought toan antipa- 
thy to Biſhops, Com- 
mon-prayer,and Sur- 
plice? And as to your 
jelf, I might appeal 
to your Conſcience, 
whether you cſtcem a- 


ny 


(14) 
ny man a right Con- 
vert, that is, a Friend 
to the ſe chivgs ; as tO 
thole powerful ontts 
you ſpeak of, you do 
not mean any thing 
that is miraculous, or 
thar others ( perhaps 
Socinians theraſelves ) 
will not as ſoon pre- 
tend to, whether pray- 
ing or preaching; - and 
truly, as for the lanQi- 
ty of your whole par- 


i», 


(15) 
ty, obſcrvable is the 
confeihon of Mr. Cal- 
Vin himiclft, in his 
Comment on the thir- 
ry fourth V crlc of the 

cleventh Chapter of 
Daniel ; - and 1 pro- 
mule e you not to in- 
jure him in thequota- 
tion. Sed mn llorum 
exiguo mumero qui ſeſe 
ab [dololatriis Papa- 
tus ſubduxerunt major 
Pars plena eſt perfidia 
OL 


(16) 
es» dolis; preclarum 
ou Zelum ſamu- 
ant, ſed ſs intus ex- 
cutias, reperies ple- 
nos eſſe fraudibus. Of 


that {ſmall number of | 


Perſons ( ſaith he ) 
who profeſs the. pure 
Goſpel, the greater 
part 15 full of perfidt- 
ouinels and deceit : 
They pretend an EX- 
cellent Zeal ; bur if 
you inſpeQ them nar- 

rowly, 


(17) 
rowly, you ſhall find 
them aboundling with 
Frauds. | 

If ſuch were the 
firſt fruits of your Re- 
formation in the days 
of Calvin, what may 
we expetnow? Not 
but that others may 
beas faulty : but this, 
methinks, is ſuch a 
CharaFer, as one 
would not expe& in 
ſo Reformed and 
{0 


ple, ter us _—__ this 


(18) 
ſo Godly a Party. 
Secondly , 7 hem- 


ſelves, or their own 


intcrnal Spirir. Itisab- 
{urd : For ſo all men 
may become Preach- - 
ers of the Goſpel, that 
will aſlume theConfht- 
dence. 


Thirdly, The Peo- 


Authority for good ; 
and then, I pray, will 
nor Socinians, Inde- 


pend- 


(19) 
pendents, Anabaptiſts, 
Bebemiſts, Fift-Mo- 
narchy-men, (and who 
not? )enter inat this 
Door, and plead their 
Call by the People, 
to reform the Pres- 
byterians ? Or have 
they not done it al- 
ready ? Be pleaſed to 
tell us what People 
do you mean? If 
thoſe of your own 0- 
' Pinion, they will not 
in 


(20) 
in ſome places a- 
mount to a Fourth, 
or Fifth part of the 


People : And mult 
all zi re{t be debar'd 
trom Ele&ing their 
own Preachers ? Be- 
Iides ( you know ) 
it 15 not the People's 
Call alone, that can 
conſtitute a Preacher 
of theGoſpel: It is the 
Miſjon, and Ordina- 
tion of your Prede- 

cel- 


a 


” 
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(21) 
ceſſors, that I am now 
_ enquiring after ; you 
cannot be 1gnorant 
concernirig the Popu- 
lar Election, or Vo- 
ting for Miniſters , 

that it had been dif. 
us'd many Centuries 
before Calvin, for 
the Tumults, Faci- 
ons, and confuſions 
that attended it: The 
unſtable People fel- 

dome or never agree- 


B 2 ing 


(22) 
ing about the Perſons 


to be Eleged. Cal- 


vin himſelf is an in- 


{tance whom the 


IJ 


People of Geneva 


Ele&ed to be their 
Teacher; bur aſter a 
while expel d him 
their Town,and after 
that invited him mn 


again ; as Be a re-. 


lates it. Shew us any 
Divine precept, un- 
veſting the People 


with 


m—_ CC ExqS A _4-_ At Si aa 
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(23) 
with Authority to 
chule: their ſeveral Pa- 
ftors, and you will 
very much oblige not 
ony your own Par- 

, but all the varti- 
Fes Seas this day ex- 
tant in the Chriſtian 
World. If by the 
| People's Call you 
only mean their Con- 
ſent, our Miniſters 
want it not; for if 
the People have a- 
B3 ny 


(24) 
ny thing material to 
objet, our Canons 
provide Suſpenſion 
and Deprivation; if 
not, their diſpleaſure 
{1gnifies nothing. The 
Scripture mentions 
not any Popular E- 
letion, but of Dea- 
cons only; becauſe 
they were to be the 


diſpenſers of the Peo- 


ple's Charity, As 


9. 3+ 
| Fourthly, 


(25) 

Fourthly, Or will 
you derive your /:- 
niſtry trom Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ? Dur all 
dilenters Proclaim 
their extraction fom 
the ſame Original : 
which of them ſhall 
we believe? From 
Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles? Give me leave 
to ask whether imme- 
diately or mediately ? 
Immediatel y you wlll 
DB 4&4. noc 


( 26) 
nor tay ; it mediate- 
ly, Ipray inform us 
by whom, or from 
whole hands did your 
Puritan Anceſtors re- 
ceive their Mſion, or 

Ordination ? 

Well, in the firſt 
place, ſome Body 
mult ſend them to 
preach the Goſpel. 
Was it theChurch of 
Rome? Yes, | have 
heard you ſay : And 


IS 


(27) 
is not this to conlcis 
youu {elves the Emil-. 
laries of Antichriſt, 
thar an of fin, the 
WWhore of Babylon ? 
Ouid Chriſto cum Be- 
lial ? Baz the unhap- 
pincſs of it is, that this 
Miffon from Rome. 
. or Roman Biſhops, 
will as ſoon Authorile 
the Sermons of a. Po- 
pith Fryar, as thoſe 
of your © ad 
5 ſors 


(28) 


jors. Andas to your 


pretended Ordinatt- 
on trom Rome, there 
is one difitculty in it, 
char I confeſs I can- 
not relolve ; was It 
not Prelatical Or- 
ders, if any, they 
received from that 
Church? And was 
[uchOrdination good 
and valid, yea or no ? 
Ugood, by what A- 
thority do you take 

upon 


— — 
l ul | | | | | | _— 


(29) 
upon you to aboliſj1 
ir, together with the 
wW hole Order of Di- 
(hops? If not valid , 
what will become of 
your Orders? Epil- 
copal mpoſit] tion of 
hands wereceivefrom 
Biſhops, as a power 
Superiour to Presby- 
ters: and to allow it 
for good, is to con- 
tels the ampertinen- 
cy of that Presbyte- 
T14N 


(20) 

r11u Ordination You 
would ſct up in con- 
tradiction toit. And 
turther,l would glad- 
ly underſtand, are 
any Pcrſors ſent to 
go and preach the 
Goſpel afrer thei 
own ſence ® Aiter 
their own Conſcience 
as you call it? If fo, 
then he that hath re- 
ceived Miſfron, from 
your rk, may when 

he 


(31) 
he liſt, become an I: 
dependent, or Ana 
baptiſt Preacher, and 
jultity his new Do- 
&rine by your Com- 
miſſion. 

As tor Calvin, 1 
have read over his 
lite, written by Bega; 
and I find he was on- 
ly deſign'd for the 
Church by his Pa- 
rents, but never. a&tu- 
ally initiated in. any 


Or-- 


| 


l —— d i 


(32) 

Orders of the Roman 
Church : Nullis Pon- 
tificiis Ordinibus ini- 
tlatus, are bexa's 
words ; who bcing 
nis great Acquaint- 
ance and Succeſſor ar 
Geneva, could not 
but know it very well. 
I wasof opinion thar 

our Founder Cal- 
Viz had been in ſome 
Orders, until your 


own Lego informed 
me 


(33) 
me ro the contrary. 


He came to Ge- «c. 5. 
neva, in the 
Year 1536. And at 
firſt, (though intreat- 
ec by the People of 
chat City) would not 
conlent to become 
their Preacher, but 
only Profeflor of Di- 
-vinity ; as being con- 
{cious of his want of 
Orders. It any Au- 
thers do Aftirm, that 
ER Te Cal- 


| 
| 
| 
"# 


(34) 
Calvin was a Prielt of 


the Roman Church 
( as I think they do 
not ) doubtlcls his 
friend Bega knew it 
better ; to whom as 


allo ro Papirins Maſ- 


ſonius , another wri- 


ter of Cabos s life, I 
mult refer the "i 
der for further Satis- 
taction. T his I grant, 
that rhe Biſhop of 
Noyon in Picardy , 


gave 


: (35) 
gave him the profits 


of a {mall Benefice or 
two, to ſupport him 
in his Studies at Pa- 
ris; which at his 
return from thence 
- he made no ſcruple 
to fell; and went 
. his way to Gene- 
UA. 

But we need not 
trouble our elves : - 
The matter is confel- 
ſed by Cabvin him- 
{elt. 


(36) 

ſelf, in his Epiſtle to 
the King of Poland, 

dated December ath. 

1554.to do himright, 
I mult defire the R ea- 
ders leave to fer down 
his words at length. 

Sz promiſcue fas 

Su thePotm of is 12012 Off ,q110j- 
Sm. I# ad Pa 
ftorum munus aſce wk 
£ A rite e0s VOcart © 


inſtitns neceſſe fs qu 


fe probare * wolent | leoitt- 


mos 


(393 
mos &+ honore dignos. 
Fateor , optandum e- 
ſet ut valeret continua 


ſucceſſio, ut Funtio 
ipſa quaſs. per manus 
traderetur. Sed me- 
moria tenendum eſs 
quod pris attigi,quum 
Eccles anima fit 
doFrine puritas, fru- 
ſtra que Eccleſse pro- 
pria ſunt ab integro 
ens ſtatu dependent ,a- 
pud cos homines requi- 
rl, 


| 
| 
| 
q 
*q 


(2d) 
, quos conſtat el- 


G 'profeſſ os Evange- 


lit hoſtes ; quia au- 
tem Pape tyrannt- 
de abrupta fuit wve- 
ra Ordinationis ſe- 
ries, novo ſubſrdio 
me opus eſt ad Ec- 
cleſee inſtaurationem. 
Atque omnino extra- 
ordinarium fuit hoc 
munus quod dominus 
nobis injunxit , dum 
opera noſtra ad colli- 


gendas 


(39) 
gendas E ccleſras uſt S 
e 


Ont erge ita pre- 
ter ſpem hominum 
inſolito modo repen- 
te apparuerunt, £or- 
Hm Vocal &a COmM- 
muni regula eſtima- 
ri nou debet. Here 
the Reader will ob- 
ſerve in the firſt 


place, how he con- 
teſſes the necellity 
of lawful Ordinati- 


on ; 


(40) 

on; that it is not for 
every man to take up- 
on him the ofhce of 
a Preacher in Gods 
Church. I confels 
( faith he, )ir wereto 
be withed that the 
Chain of Succeſlion 
might take place ; but 
this cannot be expe- 
ctcd rogether with the 
purity of Dodrine , 
from thoſe (meanin 
the Church of KR wa, 


who 


(41) 
who are profeſſed e- 
nemies to the Goſpel. 
'The true line there- 
fore of Ordination be- 
ing broken oft ( mark 
this;) through the ty- 
ranny of the Pope , 
this Ofhce which the 
Lord hath enjzoyned 
_ us for the gathering 
of new Churches, was 
wholly extraordina- 
ry, Ec. 


Here is a confeſſi- 


on 


OO” VE i A. ener, —_ 


(42) 

on plain enough of 
his want of ordinary 
Miſfon. Farellus al- 
ſo and Viret his Fel- 
low-Preachers at Ge- 
neva, you will and in 
the ſameQuerpo with- 
out Orders. Asfor 

obu Knox, he was 
(laith Mr. Samuel 
Clark, a Presbyterian 
Miniſter who writes 
his life ) put into Or- 
ders very young; that 


” 
13, 


(43F- 
is, when he was Pro- 
tefſedly of the Popiſh 
Religion, he was 
made Deacon Or 


Prieſt of that Church 
by Epiſcopal Ordt- 
nation. Let us believe 
this on the credit of 
Mr. Clark : And ſtill 
we are to ſeek for 
their Presbyterian 
Miſjion ; their Au- 
chority (I mean) for 
obtruding on the 


C World 


(44) 
World their Presby- 
rerian Do&rine and 
Dilcipline. T his (Sir) 
1 doubt you will ne- 
ver beable to ſhew. 

Beſides, I cannot 
tind that any of the 
firſt Reformers in 
Scotland ( except 
IKnox ) could pre- 
tend ro any Ordina- 
rion at all; m which 
particular you are 
oreatly concern'd to 


{arisfie 


: 
Ep 


(45) 
{atisfie the World: 
lince you grant,a f1n- 
ole Presbyter cannot 
confer Orders. 
Indeed the Church 
of England is lo ap- 
prehenſive of your 
want of true Orders, 
that ſhe admits none 
of you to her Ec- 
clefiaſtical FunQions 
without Reordinati- 
on. 
Presbyteri &- Di- 


C2 . cas 
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(46) 


ecom preter EL piſco- 


pum nihil agere per: 


tentent, vaith the for- 
tierh Canon of the A- 
poltles; a Canon w 
though it were not 
Apoſtolical , you 
cannot deny to be 
very ancient : And 
do not Saint Aſtin 
and Epiphaniis rec- 
Kon It among thc 
Herefies of Aeris, 
thar he athrmed, 

Bt 


a: 


( 47”) 

Pulhop and Presby- 
ter were the ſame 
thing? Aeris cum 
je —_ (faith 

Auſtin, ) doluiſſe 
b - rtur, quod Epiſco- 
Hereſ- 55 Ps non porut 
Ordinari, &c. Aerinus, 
being a Presbyter re- 
ſ-nted his dilappoint - 
ment of a Pithoprick, 
and to fatisftie his 
humour of rcv Cnge , 
would neccs aſſert 


C 3 thar 


(45S) 
that they are the ſame 
Othice. Yea,the Scrip- 
rure 1s evidently a- 
gainſt your Parity 
of Minitters; for doth 
not St. Paul adviſe 
Timothy how to ex- 
ercile his Authority 
over Presbyters, lay- 
ing, Kecerve not an 
Accuſation againſt 4 
Presbyter, but under 
two or three W itneſ- 
Jer 2 Lan. 5. 19. 


and 


(49) 
and again, Lay hands 

ſuddenly on no man. 
And was not T itws, a 
{ingle perſon, :wvelied 
with the power of 
Ordination ? For this 
carſe left I thee ti 
Greet, that thou 
ſhouldſt ſet in order 
the things that are 
wanting, ( the Greck 
word f1gnifics to Cor- 
troul or corre ) and 
ordain Elders in eve- 


C 4 ry 


. 


(59) 

ry City as 1 had ap- 
pointed thee, Tit. I.5- 
Thus i am ſatisfied 
your Presbyterian 
Progenitors had no _ 
ordina wy Miſton art . 
all. 

Sleidan, a Prote- 
ccltiane Hiſtorian, re- 
ports in his Commen- 


Comnent. tearics , that 
9 Luther hear- 


Qnnum 


ae ng of the 
icudes aſlembled 


by 


(51) 
by T homas Muncer , 
the famous Prophet 
of the An —_ [ts . 
wrote an Epilti: ro 


”— 


the Maoiths LTES- QF 
Mulhuſe 2, a City in 
Germaiiy, (where the 
{id Muncer remain- 

ed ) adviling them ro 
require of him: who 
{nthim to iis mM the 
world £ and if he an- 
lwered, God, that he 
evidence it by fome: 


(_ 5 l19n 


® 


ad. 


Lz ”— —— = _ — 


- Sx A 


(52) 

ſion or extraordinary 
Token;otherwile that 
he be rejected : hoc 
enim proprim & fa- 
miliare eſt Deo ( laid 
Luther )ut quoties con- 
fuetam ©» ordinariam 
viam velit immutari, 
tum voluntatem ſuam 
aliquo ſreno declaret. 


This is proper and 


familiar ro God, 
when{oever he would 


zhange the cſtabliſht 
and 


(593 Þ- 
and ordinary way of 
Religion, to maniteſt 
nis vlcaſurc by ſome 
Token or other. 

The ſame Quere 
(Sir ) you may at 
your leiſure do us the 
favour to reſolve in 
reference to your lelt. 
You cannot , alas ! 
pretend any neceſlity 
to reform Epilcopa- 

, butall the other 
Ste will plead the 
ſame 


(54) 
ſame to reform your. 


Yes, the Independents 


and Anabaptiſts have 


already revenged our 
Caule; and you may 
remember the time 
when they ſupplanted 
your. Party , by the. 
tame Miſfon, that 
you reformed us, | 
namely the Sword. 
Nor will it relieve 
you to ſay, that by 
this Argument the 


JewiſÞ 


(55) 
Jewiſh Church rejc- 
Ged Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles; the cale not 
being the fame be- 
twixt Chriſt and the 
Fewiſh Church, and 
berween us and you. 
To latishe the Fews 
and their Queſtion, 
Þy what A uthority 
doeſt thou theſe 
things ? our bleſſed 
Saviour appeals to 


the Miracles which he 


wrought. 


(56) 
wrought, If ye believe . 
not me , believe the 
works which 1 do. 
Nor will it avail you 
to return the Quzre 
upon our lclves, 
Who lent us to re- 
form the Church of 
Rome ? This truly is 
no Anſwer, but a de- 
[iring us to an{wer for 
you : Be pleaſed to 
know then, that the 


Church of England 


WAS 


(57) 


2 . was never of your 


5 


froward and uncha- 
ritable humour in re- 
lation tothat Church; 
thar ſhe pretends to 
no power of reform- 
ing che Church of Ita- 
ly, Spain, or France. 
To reform our {elves 


Eceleſ (faith Mr.Hoo- 
Ol, HYD. 2» . 

Gl: 2. ker) 15 not to 
ſever from theChurch 


we were of before ; 
we are very fenft- 


ble 


On ” 
T_—_— ———— —— —_— 


_ - 
Frame 7 + 


(55) 
ble of their errors :; 
and yet we contels 
with * Saint Auſtin, 
there is no jult neccl- 
Iiry to divide the U- 
nity of the Carholick 
Church ; becauiec {c- 
parations in the 
Church tend to no 
other end, bur ro cil- 
credit the Chriitian . 
Rcligion, and render 
ir [els con{iderable, if 
nor Ccontemptible ro 
ITS 


(59) 
irs Adverlaries, T urks 


and [nfidels., He that 
will admit no Church 
({airh Primate Bram- 
ball) but that which 
is ſpotleſs, with Ace- 
frus, muſt provide a 
Ladder tor himlclt to 
climb alone ro Hea- 
Ven. 

But as to your 
Party (Sir) ſtill the 
queſtion remains. 
VV ho gave them Au- 
thori- 


SB Sao 24-4 Vn 4 
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(60) 
thority to preach 
their Reformation to 
theſe Kingdoms? give 
me leave to obſerve 
co you this paſſage in 
the ARacouiuan Cate- 
chiſm : there Iremem- 
ber the queſtion 1s 
put, Nonne ij qui do- 
cent in Eccleſra (So- 
ciniana) 1t fangulari 
aliqua ratione mittan- 
tur, opus habent * 


Whether the Preach- 


ers, 


(61) 


ers of Socinian do- 


arine have need of 
any cextraordinary 
Miſfion ? the Anfwer 
is Nullo modo, quia 
null am novam, nec 1n- 
auditam afferunt do- 


 EFrinam, &>c. Thatis, 


not at all, becauſe 
Socinians preach no 
new nor ſtrange do- 
rin, but that onely 
which is primitive and 
declared in the holy 
Scrip- 


( 62) 
Scriptures. T he ſame 
is athrmed by Mr. 
Calvin concerning his 
own Reformation in 
the Preface to his [n- 
frtitutions : which the 
Lutherans ( you 
know ) will by no 
means admit for 
truth. Sce Conrad: 
Schluſelburg de T be- 
ologia Calviniſtarum; 
as if Independents, So- 


cinians , and all the 


Seas 


('63 ) 
Seas that ever mole- 
{ted the Church, did 
nor preſs as much for 
thcmſclves, boaſting 
of Goſpel-rruth, 

The Queſtion at 
prelcnt is not, VVhe- 
ther your Presbyteri- 
an Sermons be the 
doctrin of the holy 
Scriptures ? but the 
queſtion is, what Au- 
tnority you have to 
preach them ? and 
who 


(64) 
who gave you the 
Authority ? 

To ſay that your 
Party agree with us 
in all the Vital Ar- 
ticles of Religion , is 
tro lay what, perhaps, 
few of you believe: 
for I doubt nor, (if 
opportunity ferv'd ) 
every vet of you 
would advance its re- 
ſpegive R eligton, as 
it that only were 


Goſpel, 


(65) 
 +Goſpel, and all other 
bur lies and fſuperſtt- 
ſtirion : or it you do 
believe it, the more 
is your unhippinels 
ro moleſt the world 
about opinions, which 
you do not eſteem 
of any vital impor- 
tance. 

I with I could ob- 
lige you to conſider, 
whether you ought 
ro take upon you to 


Re- 


(.66 ) 
Reform, that 1s, ſup- 

rels the Univerſal 
Order of Chrilts 
Church by Bithops 
&c. baniſh all ancient 
Licurgies, the ule of. 
the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and In 
Commandments out 
of your Publick De- 
votions ; all Anni 
verlary Solemnitics 
of Chriſts Nativity, 
RelurreRion, &c. all 
Re- 


( 69) 
R everence or Kneed- 
| ng at the holy Sacra- 
> ment of Chrilts Body 
, and Blood ; rcvile the 
Church (whereof 1 
| cannot ſay you, but 
. your Anceſtors were 
| made Members by 
 ÞPaptiſm) with the 

names of Superſtition 

and Idolatry : preach 
S your deſperate do- 
, Grin of ablolute Re- 
| probation, and the 
: im- 


(68) 
impoſſibility of keep- 
ing Gods Command. 
ments;mtroduce your 
own extemporary in- 
ventions inſtead of 
Licurgy ; levy war a- 
goainlt your Sove- 
raign; and all this 
without any Aurho- 
rity ! 

For all theſe ſtrange 
things 1 ſhould think 
(Sir) your Anceſtors 
had but need'vs fome 


©C%LUTa- 


(69) 
-xtrordinary Miſſion. 
Perhaps you will an- 

; {wer and ell us, that 
your Miſsion is eX- 

{ traordinary, and that 
extraordinary Pro- 
phets have been ſent 

- into the world with- 
out Vuracles, as Fohn 
the Baptiſt ; yea fur- 

ther, that Miracles 

; are nocertain eviden- 

; cesof true Prophets. 


As for John the 
D2  Bap- 


(70) 

Baptiſt, you may rc- 
member the words of 
the Angel, Luke 2.15. 
he was filled w "*h the 
Holy Ghoſt from his 
Mothers womb : hc 
{hall go before in thc 
[pirit ana POWCT of 
Elias , (a Character 
to which Your Dre- 
thren will not Pre- 
tend ) he was a P-1- 
lon prophetic of ma- 
ny Ages betore his 
birth, 


F*y 
birth, Iſaiah 4o. 3. 
's at, 

T be voice e of one cry- 
ing tit the IVilder neſs. 


DI the ſt ait the way of 
tle Lord, & KC. 


Again (ſay you ) 
Miracles are no ccor- 
ain evidences of tru: 
Prophets , becauſe 
ivere fall ariſe falſe 
Chriſt's at {falſe 42 
phets, #0 ſh ſhe 
great ſigns and wor 
ders ; inſomnch that 


dE 


(72) 
F. 92"; x EY 
if it were poſvie, they 
fall "Mt the UC) 


Elef. ' Wherefore if 
they ſh il ſay Ano you, 
behold be i 1n the De- 
'Þ 'rt, g0 not forth 3 be- 
1 od be is in the ſecret 
Chambers , believe it 
120t, Mart. 24. 26, 

That falſe Pro- 
Dncts can work any 
Miracle but deceptio 
wiſns , I do nor be- 


licve. The meaning of 
our 


J 


(73) 


our Saviours words 


is this ; 1 any other 
Prophet after him 
ſhall arife , aſſuming 
to be that Chriſt 
or Meſlias ſent from 
God, though he may 
pretend to ſtrange 
things , benteve him 
AY GO not torth at- 
ter him. It new Pro- 
phcts { Sir ) though 
they come with 2a 
ſhow of Viiracles, are 


D FAR Fc) 


CFE) 
F{) Def {luſpetcd, i111 
THE prelently receive 


all the Preachers of .. 


ncw Lights, that have 
not ſo much as thc 
{IT CTCHICE ? 

i find a late VW ri. 
cer afferting that mn 
holy Scripture there 
be two marks, by 
which togerher , not 


alunder, a rrue Pro- 
phet, or one newly 


{ent trom God, is to 


be 


(75) 
Lok = » i ae 
JC KNOWN ; ONE 1s, tne 


doins of Nhiracles; 
the other 1s, the not 


reaching any cloarm 
ot Mor: tiry adveric 
ro that - which hath 
been already taught 
of old : alunder (he 
{uirh) neither of thelie 
is ſuthcient ; and tor 
proof alledgerh Wo 
places of Scripture , 
Dent. 13. 1, 2, & 3 
verles compared with 


D 5 {Vlatt. 


(70) 
Matt. 24. 24. Our 
blefled Saviour and 
his Apoſtles fulfilled 
both thele marks; firſt 
in their Miracles, 
AF. 2. 22, 2% they 
raughr no dodrin of 
Morality oppoſite to 
that which they found 
already cſtablithed. 
Chriſt came not to de- 
ſtroy the Law, but to 
fulfil it , ſaying none 
9ther things than 
what 


$a 
what Moſes and the 
Prophets did fay 
ſhould come to paſs. 
Dut he preached a 
do&rin that had ail 
the obliging chara- 
Qers of Vertue and 
Goodnets, of reſpect . 
ro Order and Go- 
vernment, witnels his 
.dmirable Sermon on 
the Mount ; on Vox 
hominem ſonat : W 1t- 
nels his advice to the 


NMul- 


(79) 
Multitude and ro his 
Dilciples, at. 23.1. 
The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees fit in Moſes 
ſeat ; all therefore 
whatſoever they bid 
Vou obſer Te, that 0b- 
pings and FA Conl1- 
der (1 tay ) his Ser- 
mon on the Mount, 
where he prel fles the 
neceſſity of moral | 
goodnefs, and keep- 


F ing the Commande- | 
vis ments | 
I 


(79) 
ments of God ; other- 
wile mcthinks then 
your Prophet Calvin 
hath done. I thall in- 
{tance a remarkable 
Wace im the ſecond 
book of his Inſticurt- 
ons, the 7th Chapter 
and fifth Section. 
Quod auten impoſſibi- 
lem legis obſervatio- 
nem diximns, id nunc 
paucis werbis expli- 
candum ſemul &» con- 
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(80) 
firmandum. Solet e- 
nim vulgo abſurdiſsi- 
ma ſententia videri, 
wt Jeronimus 10 dn- 
vitavit Anathema ill; 
denunciare ; at quid 
Jeronimo wiſum ſet, 
aibil moror. I mpoſsi- 
bile appello quod nec 
ut unquam, © ne in 
poſterum ſit, Dei de- 
creto & ordination? 
impeditur. Iſhall now 
(faith he) explain and 


CON- 


(81) 
confirm what I have 
{aid of the impoſſ1bi- 
lity ro obſerve the 
Commandments ; w® 
commonly leems a 
very abſurd aflerti- 
on, infomuch that 
Ferome doubted not 
to denounce it accur- 
{ed ; but what ſeem- 
ed to him 1 do not 
care. TI call that im- 
moſlible which never 
was, and which God 
hath. 


(82) 
hath decreed thar it 
never {hall be. 
Vertuous doCFrin' 
if the Command-- 
ments be impoſltbl-, 
and that God hath 
clecreed racm fo; ne- 
mo tenetur ad impoſ- 


ſobile, Alas ! weare of 


our ſ{clves roo prone 
ro take an allowance 
of ſin, withour this 
licence from Mr. C/- 
UIN. 


To 


(83) 

To be ſhort, the 
Church of God may 
and ought to reform 
themſelves, in caſe of 
error Or Cor ruption of 
manners; but if once 
we admit others to 
do it, unauthorized or 
unſent, we open a 
wide door to all Sets 
and Hereſtes: and an- 
other conſequence 1s, 
wethall rc{t no where, 
but be toſſed to and 
tro 


(84.) 
iro ( as Saint Pal 
ipcaks) ancl carried a- 
bour with every wind 
of dotrin , with th. 
various Lights of al! | 
Pretenders, I his, one | 
would think . hath 
becn apparent enough 
1m the experience of 
our Age : tor tincy 
(commonly call d rea- 
lon) when once brok. 
loolke from Authori- 
ty, and fron its Gc- 


Vern- 


(85) 
vernors, runs forward 
it ſees not whither , 
and knows not where 
to ſtop it {elf. 

Not that we deny 
our need of Amend-_ 
ment and Reformati- = 
on in this world of 
ImperteRion - but we 
GIVE heed to the ad- 
monition of our blel(- 
[cd Saviour, FoÞ.10.1. 
Verily I ſay unto you, 
he that enters not by 
the 
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(86) 


the door into the| 


Sheepfold, but climb- 
eth up jome other w. ”, 
the ſame is a thief and 
a robber. Not entring 
inar the door ſignitics 
entrins without any 
Aurhoriry , either ex- 
traordivary , 


the Docrms are new 

anc ſtrange; or or- 
ron when they 
are already known 


That 


thy 


and | contelt. 


when 


(87) 
| the Lit -Urgy and Ce- 
remonies of our 
Church are ſuperſt- 
tous and Idolarrous. 
is to us very ftrange 
docdrin. 

Now ler it be 
oranted, for the ſup- 
preſi on of Idolatry, 
in cale the Church 
will not do her office, 
thar it is lawtul for a- 
ny unauthorized per- 
lons (f{uch as Knox, 


OC) 
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(88) 

&c.) to take upon| 
them to reform © 
they think amits; 
there can be no lut- 
ficient cauſe given 
(faith Biſhop Sander: 
ſon) why by the ſamc 
realon, & by the ſame 
grounds, * they may 

* not rake upon them 
*to make Laws, raile 
* Forces, adminiſter 

* Juſtice, executeM—a- 
<letactors, ( Malig- 


rhe (40ts) 


(89) 


1] *nants) or do any 0- 
(| © ther thing the Vagt 


} 


*ſtrate ſhould do, in 
* caſe the Magiltrate 
*ſlack to do his du- 
* ty: which if it were 
** once granted ( as 
* oranted it mult 
* be, mm caſe your 
* Preebyterian Re 
* formation be jultt- 
© fiable ) every wile 
© man ſeeth, the end 


* canbe noother but 
«aſt 


(90) 
* valt Anarchy and 
© contuſion : where- 
< upon mult una- 
* voidably tollow the 
* ſpeedy {ubverfion 
*borth of Religion 
© and State. Second 
« Sermon ad Clerum 
* on Rom. 3. S. 
This is our preſent 
caſe : You an un- 
authoriſed perſon, 
pretending to no eX- 
traordinary things , 
ſay 


— 


(91) 
lay all things are a- 
mils : T he Church is 
of opinion , yea, per- 
{waded in her conſci- 
ence that you do all 
things amiſs;who ſhal 
be Judg ? the Scrip- 
ture; alas ! theScrip- 
cure is a Law; and 
no Law can ever pro- 
nounce either for one 
or other, but in the 
mouth of ſome Judg. 
The Scripture muſt 


E be 


(92) 
be Judg, lay the 1n- 
dependents, to avoid 
the Cenlures of your 
Kirk : what Schilma- 
tick thall ever be con- 
viced , that mult be 
tried by a law, where- 
of himlelt mult be the 
Interpreter © 

From all thele pre- 
miles I perſwade my 
felt your Anceſtors 
were no Prophets 
{ent from God , bur 
1n- 


(93) 
intruaded themſelves 
On the office of Re- 
formation ; or ( as 
the Prophet ſpeaks ) 
they followed their 
own ſpirits, and pro- 
phecied out of their 
own hearts. I have 
not ſent theſe Pro- 
phets , yet they ran ; 
[ het not ſpoken to 
them, yet they prophe- 
fred : there ore they 
ſha not profit this 

E2 people 


(94) 
people at all, Jer. 23. 
" 71 

To add one word 
more; conſider all the 
Prophets mentioned 
in holy dScripture, 
Samuel, Elias, Iſaiah, 
Feremy, Hoſea, &>c. 
at the beginning of 
whoſe Prophecies 
(chat the world might 
underſtand their di- 
vine Miſſion) it is u- 
tually declared how 


and 


(95) 
and m what manner 
they receiv'd it. 1ſ2.6. 
Ferem. 1. 1o as their 
Authority was con- 
teſled, when the mat- 
ter of their Prophe- 
cies was little regard- 
ed. Some of them 
were qualified extra- 
ordinarily with the 

ower of Maracles, 
Prediction of future 
and publick events. 
Others had the ordi- 
£3 my. 


(96) 
licence from the 
Schools of the Pro- 
phets. 

In the new Teſta- 
menr, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and his Apo- 
{tles, beſtde the in- 
ternal excellency of 
their Doarin, gave 
the world ſuthcient 
external evidencethat 
they were perſons 
{ent from God : And 
whereas you ſay that 
you 


(97) 
you preach no other 
Dodtrin than that of 
Chriſt and his Apo- 
les, it 1s the anſwer 
of Socinians, Inde- 
pendents, &C. perlons 
no leſs ſober and 
lcarned than your 
ſelves ; and (flatter 
not your felt ) will 
lerve every mans turn 
as well as yours. I 
am not now diſputing 


whether you preach 
Ei the 


(98) 
the Dotrin of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles; bur 
by what Aurhority 
do you preach the 
Do&rin of Presbyte- 
71an ? until this ap- 
pears, we underſtand 
nofoundationof your 
Kirk, belide your 
own perſwaſion; w* 
can be no better than 
any mans elle that is 
as ſtrongly per{wa- 


ded to the contrary. 


Bur 


(99) 

But in the laſt 
place, cannot you ju- 
[tity your ſelves by 
the ſobriery and vir- 
tue of your lives? by 
the loyalty of your 
Actions? it 1s a great 
Controverſie , and 1 
ſhall not cas upon 
' me to pronounce my 
own fence of it : But 
you have heard of 
King James his opt 
nion in the matter. 


E. 4 a 


(100) 
Ego a Puritans non 
[ns Prefatione ſolum a nati- 
Monvoriz witate conti- 
no Vexatus ful, Ve- 
rum etiam in ipſo ma- 
tris utero propemodnm 
extindus, antequam 
in lucem editus fut. 
The Puritans (faith 
he ) have vexed me 
not only ſince my 
birth, bur before,thcy 
had almoſt deftroyed 


me in my Mothers 


womb. And 


(101) 

And his Son the 
bleſſed K. Charles the 
Firſt, from a certain 
intimate Acquain- 
rance with your Par- 
ry, writes thus to our 
preſent Soveraign K. 
Charles the 2. © It ever 
*©need of them , or 
*muſt you ſtand m 
© ſtand to their curte- 
” © 41, yOu are undone; 
* you may never eX-: 
« De les 04 loyalty, 
ur 


(102) 
« ;uſtice, or humani- 
«ty, then from thoſe 
«who engage into re- 
« ligious Rebellion ; 
< under the Colours 
* of piety, ambitious 
<« Policites,march, not 
«only with greateſt 
< ſecurity , but ap- 
© plaule as tothe Po- 
*pulace : you may 
« hear from them Fa- 
' © cobs voice, but you 
* ſhall fee] they have 
* Eſaus 


(103) . 
* Eſaus hands. "tw 
Baoine C hap. 27. 

The LatheranChur- 
ches at this clay ſpeak 
no otherwiſe of your 
Party : for inſtance, 
ler us hear Waltherws, 
2 late Lutheran Su- 
perintendent, ſpeak- 
ing. in his Harmonia 
Biblica CON- Impreſs Ne- 
cerning a re- _—_— 
conciliation 74: 1106. 


with the Cafuiniſts. 
=. e- 


(104) 
Betore this can be, 
Uregenda ſunt ( laith 
he) tres admonitiones 
valde neceſſarie. Pri- 
ma, ut mentiendi libi- 
dinem deponant Cal- 
viniſte. Secunda, ut 
turbuleatis & ſeditt- 
oſs machinationibus 
( ex quibus hattenus 
quaſr Coinpactt eſſ e f0- 
tt, nou nobis magis 
quam orbi Chriſtia- 
aOrim wniverſo Viſt 


( ſunt 


(105) 
ſunt) valedicentes, pa- 
cl publice favere , & 
pretatis cultumintran- 
quillo exercere ſata- 
gant, &c. Inorder to 
this reconciliation,we 
mult defire the C us 
niſts (laith he ) to 
orant us three things ; 
Firſt, that they leave 
off their humour of 
lying : The ſccond, 

thar abandoning cheir 
turbulent and Jediri- 
OUs 


(106) 
ousMachinations (for 
hitherto they ſeem 
to be compacted of 
nothing elſe, I appeal 
to all the Chriſtian 
World) they would 
incline to the publick 
Peace; andat length 
ſerve God in quiet- 


nels. The Third, 
That they would a- 
tisfie the World by 
ſome publick Wri- 
ting , which of their 
Errors 


(107) 
Errors, Blaiphemies , 
and Corruptions of 
the Scripture they are 
reſolved to forgo ; 
Donec nihil horum fit 
ab ipſos , intra gre- 
mium pacis &+ frater- 
ntatis, a nobis plane 
nec poſſunt nec debent 
admitti ; Whilſt 
they will do nothing 
of all this, in plain. 
terms ( laith he ) we 
neither can nor ought 
ro 
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(108) 
to admit them as Þre- 
theren. 

You may confulr 
Walii:2ris, and lice 
much more to this 
purpoſe, Harm. Þi- 
blica, Pag.1102 ,1103. 
1104. w® isthe {ence 
of all the Lutheran 
Churches at this day. 

Thus have I given 
you the reaſons of my 
diflatistaction concer- 
ning the Validity of 


your 


(109) 
your Presbyterian 
Miſfon. And Imuſt 
confels that T have 
here expreſſed only 
lome withes, not any 
hopes of convincing 
you; all my expe- 
ation is, that per- 
haps ſome unpreJu- 
diced Perſons will be- 
lieve that your Pres- 
byterian ICirk hath no 
advantage, in point 
of a ſolid Foundati- 
on, 


(110) 
on,over Independents, 
Anabaptiſts, &c. 
The lum of whar 
hath been ſaid is this; 
*tis not true Doctrine 
alone without exter- 


nal and lawfull Mz/- 


ſ-on, that makes a 


Preacher of the Gol- | 


pc]. Your Commiſſion 
thercfore muſt ap- 
pear, ere you can ob- 
live any prudent 
Perſons tro be your 
Hearers ; 


$335 & 
Hearers ; to derive it 
from Prelates, is to 
ruin your ſ{clves ; for 
that 1s to confels the 
Authority of Bt 
ſhops; it Epiſcopal 
Miffon be valid 
( which meer neceſſt- 
| ty forces you to con- 
tels) then have our 
Miniſters agood Au- 
thority to Preach a- 
gainſt your Ark. 
This you would fain 


evade 


C112) 
evade, by ſaying it is 
valid as to Ft Sub- 
ſtance, bur not as to 
Circumſtances ; and 1 
would as fain know 
who gave you Power 
to alter it as to Cir- 
cumſtances ? all this 
confirms what your 
Country-man bÞur- 
net lays in his late 
Dialogue berween a 
Conformiſt & Non- 
contormult ; Aebelli- 
OH 


(113) 
on is the Very ſoul of 
the Kirk. 

It inſtead of a per- 
tient anſwer to all 
this Diſcourſe, you 
thall pleaſe ro pals 
your ccnlure on the 
Author , and ſay he 
is ſome Papiſt, I muſt 
reply to you in the 
words of the excel- 
lent Biſhop Sarder- 
ſon, concerning the 
Puritan Preachers: 

« Home 


(114) 

« Some of them, 
© eſpecially ſuch as 
© betake themſelves 
*©to Preaching be- 
« times, and have not 
* the leiſure and op- 
* portunity to look 
* much into Contro- 
« yerſies, underſtand 
«very little of the 
© true ſtate of the 
 < queſtion betwixt 
* theChurch of Rome 


*and us; and yet to 


*{hew 


(115) 
<ſhew their zeal a- 
< againſt Popery, are 
« forward enough to 
« bemedling with it in 
« the Pulpit, but with 
«ſo much weakneſs 
«and impertinency , 
«that they leave the 
«queſtion worſe than 
«the found it, and 
*the Hearer , if he 
* brought any doubts 
*with him, to go 
*from Sermon more 


Þ dil- 
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_(116) 
<< {iflatisfed than he 


*came. Preface to 14. 
* Sermons printed an- 
* 220 1657. 

In fine, as you have 
no true Miſſion to 
preach the Goſpel , 
{o am I ſatisfied it is 
not the Goſpel you 
teach, but ſomewhat 
elſe inſtead of ir. Give 
me leave to parall« 
the Maxims of the 
Goſpel with thoſe of 
your 


(117) 
your Party. Firſt the 
Maxims of the Gol: 
pel are thelc. 

Love your enemies. 
Do good to them that 
hate you, and deſpite- 
fully uſe you. Render 
to n0 man evil for e- 
vil. Speak evil of no 
man. 1f ye ſuffer for 
righteonſneſs ſake hap- 
py are ye. Let no man 
ſuffer as a buſie body 
inother mens matters. 


F 2 Sub- 


(118) 
Submit your ſelves to 


every Ordinance of 


man for the Lords 
ſake, whether it be to 
the King as ſupreme, 
or unto Governors as 
unto them that are ſent 
by him. As free, and 
not uſrng your liberty 
for a Cloak of malici- 
ouſneſs. Servants be 
ſubjef to your Ma- 
ſfters with all fear, not 
only to the good and 
gentle, 


d | (119) 

gentle, but alſo to the 
frow: ard, For what 
elory is it, if when ye 


FH bufferted for your 


faults, ye take it pati- 
ently, but if when ye 


do well and ſuffer for 
it, this is acceptable 
with God, 1 Pet.2.20. 
Be perfeft, be of one 
mind, Live in Peace. 
Be not wiſe in your 
own conceits ; that is, 
fancy not your ſelves 


F 3 more 


(120) 
more enlightned than 
others that have re- 
cerved the ſame Chri- 
ſtianity. What ? came 
the word of God out 
from you, or came it 
anto you alone ? 1 Cor. 
4. 36. I beſeech you 
by the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame thing ( obſerve 
this ) and th, it there be 


no ſchiſms among you ; 
but 


(121) 
but that ye be perfeFly 
joyned together in the 
ſame mind and in the 
Jame judgment, 1 Cor. 
L 10. Obey themthat 
bavethe rule over you, 
and ſubmit your ſelves, 
T hey that do other- 
wiſe, ſerve not the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt but 
their own belly ; that 
is, their own intereſt, 
It is better to be the 
firſt, ſecond, or third 
F 4 man 


(.122 ) 
manin a Schilm, than 
the fortieth, or pcr- 
haps the hundreth 
man, 1n the great bo- 
dy of the Church, 
Ler us now hear 
yourDodrins,l mean 
YOUr Charaferiſtical 
ones of your Party. 
It is lawful to raiſe 
defenſive Arms a- 
oainſt the King ; al- 
lerted by your late 
Book entituled Fs 
Popu- 


$43 
Populi windicatum. 
The Perſons of Prin- 
ces may be reſiſted, 
though not their Au- 
thority. Princes may 
De depoſed See Rutherford 
and put to **#*: 

death in caſe of tyran- 
ny ; of which tyran- 
ny the People (vari- 
ous and divided as 
they are ) muſt be 
Judges. 'T he King is 
ſingulis major, but #- 
F5 mver- 


(124) 
niverſts minor. 'The 
People may enter 1n- 
to Covenant for R c- 
formation , without 
conſent of the King. 
If Magiſtrates (faith 

our Confeſſion of 
Faith, chap. 31. ) be 
open enemies to the 
PresbyterianChurch, 
the Miniſters of them- 
ſelves, by virtue of 
their office , with 0- 
ther fit Perſons may 


meer 


(125) 
mect im their Afſem- 
blies. Weare to di- 
{tinguuh berwixt the 
Kings perſonal and 
politick capacity : All 
humane Laws mult 
bend to the Law of 
neceſſity. Adeo Re- 
gibus atque Principt- 
bus inſta eſt Comment. ir 
quaſe perpetu- ev hg 
11 C9» Verna- Clementi. 
culum malum arrogan- 
tia, faith Calvin, Ar- 


I OgAINCE 


(126) 
rogance 1s a vice al- 
molt perpetual and 
natural to Kings. 
Theſe are ſome of 
your Evangelical do- 
&rins. Beſi des, I have 
been metimes no 
negligent Hearer of 
your Sermons, ECX- 
pecting when you 
would inform me di- 
Rinaly and material- 
ly of my duty to 
God, to my Prince, 
OT 


(127) 
or tomy [Nerghbour; 
but this i might eX- 
pect long enough. 
Truly, Chr it and 
his Apcſtles did not 
cant after your man- 
ner about Free grace 
and Priviledges of 
the Godly and get- 
ting an intereſt mm 
Chriſt, without per- 
kvading the neceſlity 
of keeping his Com- 


mandments. Te are 


my 


(128) 
my friends (laith he) 
if ye do whatſoever 1 
command you, Joh. 15, 
14. The ſum of thc 
Goſpel is this, that 
whereas in Adam we 
loſt a Terreſtrial Pa- 
radiſe, our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam came into the 
world to reſtore us to 
a Celc{tial : but how 
reſtore us? by turn- 
ing away every onect 
us 


(129) 
us from his in1quities, 
Afﬀs 3.26. that God 
for Chriſts fake will 
remember our {ins no 
more , provided we 
become new crea- 
tures : and that it is 
idle to expett the one 
without the other ; 
for Chniſt is the Au- 
thor of cternal Salva- 
tion to them that Q- 
bey him, Heb. 5. 9. 
What this New crea- 


rure 


(130) 
cure 1s, your manner 
is to expreſs with {0 
much verbolity and 
oddnels of language, 
beſides impertinency, 
that your Auditors 
can never be the wiſer 
except in their own 
concelts ; whereas the 
Scripture © o1ves us to 
underſtand it in very 
tew., and thoſe very 
plain words. Com- 
pare I Cor.7, 19, with 
Gal. 6. 15. The 


(131) 
The Creed, the 
Lords Prayer , the 
ten Commandments, 
and the Sacraments, 
are the entire con- 
tents of all that in- 
ſtruction neceſlary to 
Salvation , which lies 
diſperſed in the body 
of the Scriptures. 
This your People 
not underſtandin 
(like thoſe filly wo- 


men St. Paul ſpeaks 
of ) 


(132) 
of ) are always learn- 
ing and never able to 
come to the know- 
ledg of the Truth, 
heaping to themſelves 
Teachers, &c. 

But (you will ſay) 
does not our Kir 
expound the Creed * 
I anfwer no , not in 
your ſhorter Cate- 
chiſm, where it s {ct 
down with much a- 
do at the later end 
with- 


C233) 
without explanation; 
ro intimate what e- 
ſteem you would 
nave us put upon It. 
The beſt of your 
Sermons ( Mr. Bax- 
ters for inſtance ) if 
tcrioully conlidercd, 
may very well ſerve 
to raile the Aﬀections 
of their Hearers, but 
never flettle thar 
Underſtandings : in- 
cleed weare led intoa 


Wi- 


(134) 
Wilderneſs by your 
Prayers, and a Laby- 
rinth by your Ser- 
mons. The Lord Ba- 
con obſervd it long 
ago, that your dil- 
courſes ( conſidering 
the tone and accent 
wherein they are ut- 
tered) are ſometimes 
very powertul to 
bring {mners to 
the queſtion what 
{hall we do to be 1a- 
ved ? 


(135) 
ved? but feldom or 
never tell us what. 
To my underſtand- 
ing all your Preach- 
ig 1s to as much pur- 
pole, as if a Judg, in- 
ſtead of informing 
the Jury particularly 
and materially what 
our Laws forbid and 
what they require, 
ſhould only afftc& to 
entertain them with 
a general Harangiue 


of 


(136) 
of the excellency of 
Law. To tell your 
Auditors plainly and | 
materially what they 
have to do, would, [ 
confels, conduce but 
little to your del1gnse. 
Fear God and the 
King, and meddlenor 
with them that are 
oxven to change. Þc- 
lieve the holy Catho- 
lick Church. Do un- 
to all other men as 
you 
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(137) 
you would they 
ſhould do unto you. 
This is Pagan mora- 
ity, and (it the Peo- 
ple underſtood it) 
would ſpoil yourpur- 
poſes of ſupplanting 
the preſent «ſtablith- 
ed Church : though 
for want of ſuch mo- 
ral Preaching, hither- 
to your Party have 
had the luck to be as 
litcle remarked for 
their 


(138) 
their honeſt dealing, 
and leſs, perhaps, than 
other Seffs, O bur 
you preach againſt 
the Prophancnels , 

Drunkennels , and 
Whoredom of the 
Age! yes, I know it | 
very well : and I allo 
underſtand to preach 
againit nothing elle 
but the prophanenels 
of the T imes, is very 
convenient for Your | 


deſigns : 


(139) 
deſigns : *tis a T bean: 
your People love to 
hear of, rather than of 
Envy,Malice, Lying, 
Sedition, Phariſaical 
pride , and ſuch like 
infirmittes of the 
Saints There are 
( you know ) fins of 
malevolence as well 
as fins of appetite ; 
in the latter a man 
plays the Beaſt ; but 


inthe former he plays 
CG the 


(140) 
the Devil. In a woi 1, 
the Chriſtian Reli- 
o10n as delivered by 
our blefled Saviour 
and his Apoſtles , 

hath very much in it 
ro oblige Turks and 
Infidels : but as for 
your Sermons *tis a 
Miracle ro me, if 
ever they oblige, 1 
do not lay Ind 

but any ingenious 


Chriſtians. Flatter 


not 


| 


(141) 
not your ſclves ; the 
world can never be 
amended by your 
Preaching ; wr Mm 
the ſame Sermon 
whilſt you are beating 
down Prophanenels , 
you ſhly encourage 
the popular humours 
of Inconſtancy, En- 
Pride, Cenfori- 
| ouſnels, Sedition, &Cc. 
To lay noching of 
your impertinent ap- 


G 2 pl- 


(142) 
plications of Scrip- 
ture I exts, elpecnlly 
theſe following ; Te 
are bought with a 
price , be not ye the 
ſervants of men,1 Cor. 
7.23. Stand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made you 
free, Gal. 5.1. Why 
as though living inthe 
world are ye ſubject 
to Ordinances, Col. 2. 
20. -In vain do ye 
Wor- 


(143) 
worſhip me , teaching 
for doffrins the Com- 
mandments of men , 
Mar.7.7. T he Kings 
of the Gentiles exer- 
ciſe Lordſhip over 
them, but it ſhall not 
be ſo among you. 0 
Father, thou haſt hid 
theſe things from the 
wiſe and prudent, and 
haſt revealed them un- 
to Babes. W wh theſe 
and other places of 


G3 Scrip- 


(144) 
Scripture pervertecl 
from their true mean- 
ing, you triumph, as 
you imagine , over 
the Ceremonies and 
Government of the 
Church of England. 
But truly when a 
man conſiders it fcri- 
oully, other than po- 
pular and wretched 
conceptions cannot 
de expected from the | 
Miniſters of your 


Ich, 


(145) 
Kirk, who being ge- 
nerally of the loweſt 
of the People of Scot- 
land, and their means 
of education very 
[lender, are neceſſica- 
red (for all their try- 
als as you call it) to 
{ct up with very little 
Acquaintance either 
of Men or Books 
that are conſiderable. 
This bang their caſe, 
10 wonder uf their 


© 4. No- 


(146) 
Notions are fo ſuita- 
ble and level with the 
Fancies of ſome Peo. | 
ple, as Women, 
Tradeſmen, Shop- 
keepers, Malecon- 
tents, which compoſe 
the main of their Au- 


ditors. T his fort of 
people ( many of 
them ) conſcious to 
themielves of their 
eſcapes in point of | 
vertuous dealing, are 


very | 


(147) 
very much obliged by 
yourSermons of Free 
grace, Juſtification by 
Faith alone ; Impol- 
hibility of keeping the 
Commandments, ab- 
folute Promiſes, &c. 
And ſo much for 
your Miſſion and 
your Dodrin. Let us 
now , if you pleaſe , 
confer a few words a- 
bout ſome other mat- 
ters, and fo conclude. 


Gs Fa. 


(149) 

Firſt, concerning 
that Principle of 
yours, That nothing 
is to be done about 
the Worlhip and 
Service of God with- 
our expreſs warrant 
in the holy Scrip- 
tures : And I pray 
intorm us, where has 
our - blefled Saviour 
or his Apoſtles ap- 
pointed a Direffory\ 
for Publick Prayer ? 
hath 


| 


| 


(149) 
hath the ſpirit any 
nced of a Direfory ? 
what divine warrant 
can you produce for 
your [1 lngmng to God 
ina {it F orm, and re- 
taling to pray in alct 
Form? for ſpeaking 
ro him your ſudden 
and extemporary 
thoughts , bur ſpeak- 
ing to the People 
with a ſtudied and 
compoled Sermon ? 
iN. 


(50) | 
in which of the Gol- 
pels are to be found 
thoſe three figniticant 
Ceremonies required 
at the taking your So- 
lemn League and Co- 
venant ? firſt that we 
mult be Uncovered ; 
ſecondly, that we 
mult Stand up; third- 
ly with our Right 
hand lift up bare? 
what expreſs Scrip- 
ture have you for 
your 


I et pnm_ Lou C AA 


(151) 
your Form of pub- 
lick Penance called 
the Stool of Repen- 
trance ? for your Claſ: 
ſes and Synods ? your 
ſhifting of Modera- 
tors 2 or indeed for 
\ any thing you do in 
oppoſition to the 
preſent eſtabliſhed 
Church 2 This Prin- 
ciple of yours (as hath 
been already oblerv'd 
by the Friendly De- 
bate) 


(15z) 
bate) makes that un- 
lawful which the 
Scripture allows ; mn 
which we find many 
holy men doing thole 
tings (without any 
cenlure) in Gods 
VW orthip which hc 
had no where com- 
manded. For inſtance, 

what comm aadowne 
nad David for his 
actign of building a 
ih emple: ? or Solomon 
for 


(353) 
tor keeping a Feaſt of 
Seaven days for the 
Dedication of the 
Altar ? for crecting 
an Altar tro be al- 
cended by {teps ? ex- 
prelly forbidden in 
the 20. of Exodys 
ver. 26. T hon ſhalt 
not go up by fteps un- 
to mine Altar. What 
warrant had Hes ekz- 
ab tor continuing the 
Feaſt of unleavened 
bread 


(154) 
bread feaven days 
long than the time 
appointed by the 
Law? 2 Chr. 30.2 

It you lay char all 
theſe things poſlibly 
were warranted , 
though not by Sctip- 
cure ; but now Scrip- 
ture warrant 1s necel- 
lary, ſince extraordi- 
nary inſpirations are 
ceasd : Þ pray tell us 
what Scripture have 
you 


E1 


(155) 
| you for this very Al- 
| ſertion, that extraor- 
dinary Inſpirations 
are ceas'd ? uf this be 
true , what will be- 
come of the extraor- 
dinary gifts of your 
' Anceſtors, Cakuin, 
Knox, Goodman, &c. 
for ordinary Miſror | 
they had none. Ina 
; word this principle of 
\ vours makes the 


Worſhip of God 


liIl- 


(156) 
impoilible; the I ime, 
the, Place, the Ve- 
{ture, in which it ſhall 
be performed being 
no where appointed. 
Do not Anabaptiſts 
and Quakers retorrt it 
on your fclves ? am 
one demanding e©> 

prels Scripture for "of 
tants Bapriſ mM, the 0- 
ener for ſtanding in a 
Pulpit ; for pre aching 


upon a I cxt, and 


that 


ww FA) 


(157) 
that by an Hour- 
olaſs, {tinting the Spz- 
rit. Tis not conle- 
quences nor evident 
deductions they de- 
mand , but exprels 
Scripture : for no- 
thing elſe will content 
you in the matrer of 
Lirurey and Cere- 
MOoNnics. 

Another thing L 
would intreat you to 
refle& upon , 18 tn- 
reaton 


(158) 
reaſon of your dif- 
pleaſure at the tem- 
poral Revenues and 
Encouragements of 


the Church of Eng- 
land, That which 
diſſenters, Indeper- 
dants , Anabaptiſts , 

(if I underſtand them 
aright ) would be ar, 
1s this, that thi: Clergie 
be reduced to their 
primitive poverty 
and dependence on 
the 


- CR397 
the People: and, me- 
thinks, Fudas hath ve- 
ry well expreſſed their 
lenſe, John 12. 4. To 
what purpoſe is all 
this waſte of precious 
ointment on the feet of 
C briſt £ might tt not 
have been ſold for 
three hundred pence 
and given to the poor 2 
This be ſaid, not that 
be cared for the poor, 


but becauſe he had the 
bag 


(160) 
bag and was a T hief. 
They conſider nor , 
how many vertuecs 
chere are requiſite in 
a Church-man, which 
can have no place in 
the houle of ſcarlity ; 
how little exemplary 
charity, temperance, 
or humility can be 
expected from a nar- 
row Eſtate , that we 
cannot ſay he is a 
temperate man, who 
iS 


—_"_ 
7 


> oo Gone fol. qc gnoes oi. Jaye, jp je, #74 


—k 


a—u—_— ) 


( 161) 
is lo, having ſcarcely 
wherewithal to ſatis- 
fie his thirſt ; or an 
humble perſon whoſe 
tortune gives him 
[mall remptarion to 
be proud : are not all 
Chriſtians under the 
lame obligations of 
humility and con- 
tempt of Riches as 
the Clergy ? Lay not 
up for your elves 
treaſures upon earth, 
was 


(162) 
was aid to all : and is 
it not true 1n experi- 
ence, that the pover- 
ry of Pneſts mult be 
attended with igno- 
rance or very ſlender 
knowledge beſides 
contempt? the ne- 
celſities of our blel- 
{ed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles upon earth 
were ſupplied by Mi- 
racles, and therefore 
their cale and ours 
nor 
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not the ſame. VWhat- 
locver SeQaries may 
think of the Church 
Revenues, the Lev1- 
tical Maintenance ap- 
pointed by God him- 
{elf was far more con- 
{i1derable. Give me 
leave to recommend 
ro your conſideratt- 
on thoſe excellent 
| words of K. Charles 
the Fir(t 'Eimar Bao, chap.14. 
*'The Concluſion of 

; WE 
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«© the War makes it 
* evident, that the 
« main Reformation 
© tended was the 
* robbing the Church 
«of its Lands, and 
* the abaling of Epil- 
* copacy into Pre(- 
** bytery : but no ne- 
« cellity ſhall ever , I 
* hope, drive me or 
© mine to invade or 
«fell the Prieſts 
* Lands, which even 


« Pha- 
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*© Pharaoh's divinity ab- 
« horred to do if the 
© Poverty of Scotland 
uy might, yet the Plenty 
«of England cannot ex- 
« cuſe the envy and ra- 
< pine of the Church- 
©« Lands. The next work 
<« will be Jeroboams Re- 
« formation, conſecra- 
<* ting the mezact of the 
<« People to be Prieſts in 
« [{rael, to lerve thoſe 
© Golden Calves who 
« have enriched them- 
« {elves by the Churches 
*© Patrimony. 


Sir, Deceive not your 


{elf 
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ſelf with the pleaſant 
fancy, that if once Biſhops 
were put down, their 
Lands will be velted on 
you and your Brethren. 

Laſtly, be pleaſed to 
reflect on your diſplea- 
ture at the Liturgy of 
the Church of Enzland. 
Some of you are for no 
Forms at all ; othersare 
for Licurgy, bur it muſt 
be reformed. 

In the Hiſtory of the 
Reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
this paſſage 13 oblerva- 
ble. Four (aſſes of Prel- 
byterians complained of 


the 
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the Liturgy to the Lord 
Burleizh , then Secretary 
of Srate ; 1s About the 
Lordſhip bad year 1585, 
tnem go and make a bet- 
ter : Whereupon the frit 
(1aſsis went and framed 
a new one, ſomewhat 
near that '6f Geneva. 
This the ſecond (laſs 
diflikes, and alters in 
f1x hundred particulars ; 
which alteration was ex- 
cepted againſt by the 
third Claſſis; and what 
che third reſolved upon, 
rhe fourth would not 
conſent to. "Thus your 


H 2} Party. 
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Party expect a fatisfaCti- 
on about the Worſhip of | 
God, which is impoſſible 
to be given you. 

Asto your praying by 
the Spirit, there is a cer- 
tain doubt in it, which 
hitherto none of you 
would dous the kindnels 
ro reſolve : either you 
mean praying by th: 
| Spirit of God, or by your 
own fpirits : If you con- 
ceive the words and mat- 
ter of your Prayer by the 
dictate of the holy Spirit, 
then are your prayers as 
much the word of God 
as 
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as any of Davids Pſalms, 
or as any part of the Bi- 
ble; and being written 
from your mouths, may: 
become Canonical Scrip- 
ture : It by praying with 
the Spirit, you only mean 
that you are inſpired 
with devour affeCons , 
then there is nothing in 
your prayers , but what 
others may pretend to as 
well as your (elves. Sure- 
ly you cannot be igno- 
rant that praying by the 
{pirit in the Scripture ſenſe 
is praying in an unknown 
tongue. TI Wil pray with 


the 
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the ſpirit (laith the Apo- 
{tle) and will pray with un- 
derſtanding alſo. If T pray 
in an unknown tongue , my 
ſpirit prayeth , but my un- 
derſtanding is unfruitful , 
1 Cor. 14. 15. Thus you 
miſtake the ſenſe of 
Scripture. In brief, fince 
you do not pretend to 
entertain your people 
_ with immediate inſpira- 
tions, you oblige them 
ro a ſeryice they know not 
what ; to offer up pray- 
ers whereof they know 
not a ſyllable, nor your 
ſelf neither, before you 
begin. 
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begin : if you know them 
before hand either for 
matter or words, then 
they cannot be extempore, 
as you would have the 
People believe. Perad- 
venture the reaſon why 
rhe People fancy your 
prayers, 1s, their variety : 
they love not to go 
where they muſt be al- 
waies entertained with 
the ſame expreſſions: but 
if the ſenſe of our own 
infirmities (which are al- 
ways the ſame) cannot 
oblige us to pray, why 
{ſhould a ſer of new words 


do 
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do it? "They that are for 
new words will at laſt 
have new things, or 
worle than nothing, ſaith 


Mr. Baxter 1n his Cure of 


Church-Divifions , p. 184. 
third Edition. 

I conclude with the 
words of the bleſſed 
Martyr King Charles the 
Firſt, "Eixtor Barth. chap. 15. 

Some men are ſo umpati- 
ent not to uſe im all their de- 
votions ther on mvent!0n 
and oift s,that they wholly caſe 
away: and contenm the Lords 
Prayer. I ever thourht that 
the proud oftentation of mens 
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ewn abilities for invention, 
and the vain afteation of 
variety for expreſſions in 
Publick Prayer, merit; a 
greater brand of ſm , than 
that which they call coldue '{s 
or varreneſs : Nor are men 
in thoſe Novelties leſs ſub- 
jet to formal and ſuperfi- 
cial tempers ( as to their 
hearts ) than m the uſe of 
conſtant Forms , where not 
the Words but mens Hearts 
are too blame. I make no 
; doubt but a man may be ve- 
| ry formal in the moſt extem- 
porary variety, and very fer- 
vently devout in the moſt 
Wont= 
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wonted expreſs.ons. Nor tis 
God more a God of vurity 
than of conſtancy. 

Novelty in Religion may 
71Vve (ſaith he ) ſome ſhort 
flaſhes of content to the yul- 
var People, who are taken 
with every new change as 
children with Babies , very 
much, but not very long. 


